INSTRUMENTS   OF  POLICY
own policy. In reply to the demand that he regulate his con-
duct more closely on constitutional lines and refrain from undue
interference in matters of detailed appointments and administra-
tion, the King argued that there was no Constitution the Cabinet
was heterogeneous, and it was difficult for him not to do so, but
that as soon as he had a Treaty and a Constitution, he would
willingly do as required.
A letter, previously drafted, approving of the High Com-
missioner's measures was then submitted to him for his signa-
ture. This letter, dispatched by King Faisal on the following day,
was as follows:1
September 11, 1922.
My dear Sir Percy,
Now that by the will of Providence I am restored to health
and permitted by my medical advisers to deal with affairs of
state, I feel it is my duty before taking up the reins of affairs
to tender to Your Excellency my cordial thanks and to
express to you my appreciation for the prompt policy and
necessary measures adopted by you as representative of His
Majesty's Government in order to maintain public interests
and preserve order and peace in that sudden coincidence of
my sudden illness with the interval between the resignation
of one Cabinet and the formation of another. In conclusion,
I repeat my sincere thanks to Your Excellency for your
valuable co-operation.
Your sincere friend,
Faisal.
In the new Cabinet formed by the Naqib, on October 2nd,
with the sole purpose of ratifying the Treaty, only the Minister
of Education, Haji Muhsin ash-Shalash of Najaf, was new.
The Minister of Interior, 'Abdul Muhsin Beg as-Saedun, and
the Minister of Justice, Taufiq Beg al-Khalidi, exchanged
portfolios.2
* Baghdad Times, September I2th, 1922.
* Admin. Report, 1922-1923, p. 23.